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UNIVERSITY I By L. Parmenter, F.R.E.S.

The Sea Aster occurs along almost the whole of the British coasts

but the records of its insect visitors seem remarkably scanty. In 1942

a list of 2 species of Coleoptera, 5 of Hymenoptera, 10 Diptera and

Lycuena phlaeas, L., the only Lepidopteron, were recorded, J. of Ecol.,

30 : 392-3. The following year I made a point of examining some Sea

Aster ])lants when in Cornwall in August and Avas able to add 3 species

of Lepidoptera and 2 Diptera to the list, 1944, J. Soc. Brit. Eat.

Much to my surprise I have not found any further notes or records

published. Surely other entomologists have collected off, or have seen

insects visiting Sea Asters. My next opportunity to examine some of

these fiowerheads came in 1947 when I found two Syrphidae

—

Tub if era

\_Eristalis'] tenax, L., and *Tuhifera arbustoruin, L., taking nectar

from this flower at Stone, Kent. This added one more species to the

list, for arbustoruin had not previously been noted.

In 1948 I was luckier and was able to study the plant in Pembroke-
shire and Dorset, finding a number of species taking its nectar. The
localities were a small patch in the Gann estuary near Dale, Pembs.,

and a large area of marsh near Weymouth. About one hour was spent

on the work on each occasion. It was sunny on both days at Dale but

dull at Weymouth. The list is as follows :
—

3rd August.

iridae. *Manioia

COLEOPTERA. Cantharidae. *Rha(jonucfia fuiva Scop., Dale,

LEPIDOPTERA. Ptendae. *PierLS napi L., *P. rapae L., Satyi
tlthonus L., all at Dale, Srd August.

HYMENOPTERA. Apidae. Apis meliifera L., abundant at Weymoutli, IStli

August.

DIPTERA.

Ernpididae. *Empls livlda L.

Dolichopodidae. *Doluhopus (jrisei-

pennis Stann.
*D. nubiliis Mg.
*D. plumipes Scop.

Plioridae. *Phora aterrima F.

Syrphidae. *Paiaoopsis [Eurnerus]

strigatas Fin.

*Cheilosia [Pyrophaena] grandi-
tarsa Forster

*Episyrphus [Syrphas] baUeatus
Deg.

*Metasyrphus [Syrphus] conslsto

Harr. [corollae Fab.]
*P(iragus tibialis Fin.

Platycheinis manicatus Mg.
* Sphaerophoria ruppellii Wied.
*S. scrip ta L.

*Sulca fella metallina Fai).

*Syntta pipiens L.

*Tubifer-a [Erisfalis] arbvslorurn T>.

T. [E.] lyra Harr. [abiLsirus Collinl

T. [E.] tenax L.
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